Mobilizing for a Zero-Carbon America:
A Strategy for Combating Climate Change
And Creating up to 25 Million American Jobs

Overview
From mass unemployment to the threat of climate change, the U.S. will face
a number of seemingly unprecedented challenges even after the current public
health tragedy has passed. Finding needed solutions won’t be easy and will
require creative thinking, robust analysis, and political resolve.
The good news is that these challenges also present opportunities, particularly in
terms of the economic development and job creation associated with decarbonizing
America’s economy. Based on an extensive industrial and engineering analysis,
a new report entitled “Mobilizing for a Zero-Carbon America” demonstrates
that an aggressive national commitment to electrify all aspects of our economy would
create up to 25 million good-paying American jobs over the next 15 years and
5 million sustained jobs by mid-century. Prior studies have looked at decarbonization of particular sectors, but this is the first analysis of the job opportunities
that would result from a rapid and total decarbonization of the economy as a whole.
Unlike other approaches, which tend to see climate change policy as primarily
environmental in nature, the study also imagines the electrification of America
as fundamentally infrastructure designed to power America and its economy
in the 21st century.
The report’s vision is both audacious in scope and exciting in possibilities. The
authors paint a picture of what the “Maximum Feasible Transition” of America’s
energy sector would look like and the results are compelling: up to 25 million
new jobs, up to $2,000 annual savings for the average household on energy
costs, dramatically lower carbon emissions, and better health outcomes
for American families breathing cleaner air. The vision is one of American
workers in every zip code installing American-made solar panels and hot water
heaters in American homes to the health and economic benefit of American
families, all done with existing technology backed by the political will to act.
The report is authored by Saul Griffith, PhD, engineer and MacArthur “Genius
Award” Fellow; and Sam Calisch, PhD, an MIT physicist. It is being issued by
Rewiring America, a nonprofit launched by Griffith and Alex Laskey (a clean
energy entrepreneur and founder of Opower) that is dedicated to identifying and
promoting policy solutions to bring about the rapid decarbonization of the U.S.
economy through electrification.
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in size and scope to the mobilization of U.S.
Industry for World War II. America has done this
before and we can do it again. For additional info
please visit https://www.rewiringamerica.org/
or contact info@rewiringamerica.org

